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Create 

your 
wildlife 
habitat Shrubs  

• Blueberry 

• Coralberry 

• Huckleberry 

• Arrowwood Viburnum 

• Winterberry Holly 

• Bayberry 

• Red-Osier Dogwood 

• Pfitzer Juniper 

Trees  
• Sassafras 

• Serviceberry 

• Flowering Dogwood 

• Staghorn Sumac 

• Nannyberry 

• American Beech 

• Shagbark Hickory 

• Northern Red Oak 

• White Oak 

• Sugar Maple 

• Blackgum 

Evergreens  
• White Pine 

• Eastern Hemlock 

• Eastern Red Cedar 

• White Spruce 

• Red Pine 

• White Cedar 

Flowers/Perennials  
• Wild Columbine 

• Coral Bells 

• Fire Pink 

• Wild Bergamot 

• Blazing Star 

•



Choose a Variety of Plantings. 
Landscaping for the ideal wildlife habitat should 
include plants ranging in size and density from 
small evergreen shrubs to tall, full-grown trees 
so that birds and other wildlife can choose the 
appropriate cover they need for feeding, hiding, 
courting and nesting activities. For example, 
dense plantings of shrubbery provide safe areas 
for many species of wildlife to mate, build nests 
and raise their families. 

Start your Habitat With a Plan. 
Develop a plan for your backyard. Take an as-
sessment of what you already have and then map 
out a landscaping plan that includes all the plants 
and natural features in your yard. Use the Land-
scaping Planning Chart on the back of this bro-
chure to select plants native to your area. Wild 
Birds Unlimited can help you learn about certify-
ing your yard as an official Backyard Habitat 
through the National Wildlife Federation. 

For the Best Results,  
Use Native Plants. 
Plants native to the soils and climate of your 
area provide the best overall food sources for 
wildlife. In addition, native plants generally re-
quire less fertilizer, water and effort to control 
pests. Native plants may support 10 to 50 times 
more species of native wildlife (mostly insects, 
the basic wildlife food) as do exotics (plants that 
are not native to your area). Too often, exotics 
brought to our continent for their horticultural 
or wildlife value grow and spread rapidly, taking 
over farm and woodland and decimating native 
plants and animals. 

Carefully selected plantings can provide food, cover and/or places to raise young. 

hen creating a wildlife 
habitat, the combination of 
habitat elements (food, wa-
ter, cover and places to 
raise young) you provide 
should take into considera-
tion the needs of the wild-
life you wish to attract. 
Carefully selected plantings 
can provide food, cover 
and/or places to raise 
young. We have books, vid-
eos, products and ideas 
that will help you plan your 
wildlife habitat. 

W The Benefits Of Landscaping 
For Wildlife. 
• Attract and increase wildlife abundance on your 

property by planting specific plant species. 

• Increase the ecological stability of your property.    

• Plantings help provide protection for wildlife 

from predators. 

• Save home heating and cooling costs.   

• Conifers (evergreens) planted  on the north and 

west sides of your home can help reduce the 

cooling effect of harsh winds on your house 
while providing shelter for songbirds.   

• Deciduous trees planted on the south side of a 

home can shade the house in the Summer, re-

ducing cooling costs.  

* Many plants can provide food and nesting 
sites.  
Special thanks to National Wildlife Federa-
tion Chief Naturalist Craig Tufts for his as-
sistance in compiling the list of Landscaping 
Plants included in this brochure. 

By adding water, you can 
increase the variety of birds 
that visit your backyard. 


