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Winter care of baths 
Some concrete or ceramic baths may be too 
fragile to leave outdoors all winter, even with a 
birdbath heater. Ceramic and concrete ab-
sorbs moisture which contracts and expands in 
freezing temperatures and may damage the 
bath. Ceramic baths need to be taken indoors 
or covered with protective plastic to prevent 
moisture from reaching the bath.  
Some concrete baths with an added heater 
may be able to handle freezing weather. To be 
safe, placing a plastic dish with heater on the 
bath pedestal would be an alternative to leav-
ing the cement top out all winter.   

Cleaning baths 
While there are many products available to 
clean birdbaths, the only thing needed is a 
scrub brush and water. Scrub the bath regu-
larly with a stiff brush, rinse well, and replace 
with fresh water. This should be done every 
few days.  If mold or stains are a problem, a 
bleach solution of ten parts water to one part 
bleach can be used to clean the bath. Rinse 
well and replace with fresh water.  

Placement of baths to avoid problems 
Try to place the birdbath in a location where it 
will receive no more than 4 to 5 hours of sun a 
day. Partial shade makes algae control easier 
and helps keep the water cooler. Regular 
cleaning of the birdbath will help reduce algae 
in the bath. We do not recommend additives 
to the water that are considered an easy fix 
that could potentially harm the birds. 
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